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a wave of stormy demonstrations throughout Israel that in several cases 

developed into violent confrontations with the police. Tension between the 
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Gaza continued over an extended period, brought to the surface feelings that 

should be addressed as a basis for policy recommendations to help prevent 

a widening of the gap between the communities.

 !"#$%"&'%"()"#$%"*(!+,-#

 !"#G"+)"#6*3"H#&5(I"7&#)%*35)'"3#2"'/""*#?A>A#+*3#?A>B#27#'!"#6&(+",#

Democracy Institute, which included questions referring directly or indirectly 

'%#(",+'-%*&#2"'/""*#."/&#+*3#1(+2&@#3%#*%'#-*3-)+'"#+#'("*3#%:#(+3-)+,-=+'-%*#

+$%*8#."/&#-*#'!"-(#+''-'53"#'%/+(3#6&(+",J&#1(+2#$-*%(-'7C#K,%&"#+*+,7&-&#

of cross section responses, however, shows that the attitude of Jewish 
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communication especially popular among young people. The escalation that 

began with the murder of the boys in the Gush Etzion area was marked by 
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to the mood on the eve of the events in October 2000 at the start of the 
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Demonstrations and protests occurred throughout Israel. The main national 
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themes of this demonstration included protest against expressions of racism 
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against government policy that appeared to tolerate the phenomenon. The 

demonstrators demanded that the punitive measures stipulated in the law be 
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businesses (which drew only partial support among the Jewish community), 
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events extensively, with the coverage and criticism focusing on the inability 

of the law and order agencies and the Jewish community in general to cope 

with the hatred, racism, violence, and incitement led by the extreme right, 

including “price tag” actions carried out over the past year.

The demonstrations were marked by two principal trends. The leaders 
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opposition to the demonstrations, and those who supported the protest and 

approved the demonstrations tried to maintain a moderate line. Some even 

initiated a dialogue with the police and called for restrained demonstrations, 
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forth a tougher line. Most of them took an active part in the demonstrations, 
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(youth movements) and students. The Islamic movements were also linked 
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other places.
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wave of protests, demonstrations, and arrests. The operation diverted public 
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attention away from the preceding events, but gave the signal for another 

wave of protests and demonstrations. The demonstrations that began with 
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against the war in the Gaza Strip and again were held in various places in 

Israel. Some of the demonstrations were led by local forces, some by youth 

groups, and others by the organized Islamic movements. The nature of the 

demonstrations differed from place to place; some were rallies sponsored 

jointly by various political and civil forces and movements, while in 
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and lead a uniform line of protest that would include all the political parties 

and movements, local authorities, and civil organizations; the latter were 

prominent partners, and sometimes the main players, in the ongoing protest.
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Up Committee declared a general strike and a national demonstration in 
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Still, in comparison with previous demonstrations, and judging by the police 

response, this was a relatively restrained demonstration, and the strike that 

accompanied it in various areas was limited.
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participation in protest activity, quiet opposition was also evident, especially 

among business owners, who were anxious about damage to their livelihood – 

enhanced by continued calls in the Jewish community, including by Minister 
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expressions of protest over the military activity.
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communities in Israel. Media coverage of these actions was extensive, and 

they were the chief catalyst for the dissatisfaction and protest that began before 

Operation Protective Edge. Bills promoted by the government relating to the 
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Bedouins in the Negev (the Prawer Plan), and the proposed housing policy 
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included the government’s attempt to encourage the enlistment of Christian 
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the bill for force feeding of hunger striking administrative prisoners in Israel.

The police were accused of using unnecessary force in demonstrations 
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Moreover, the confrontations during the demonstrations between extreme 
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was true of the violence and harsh racist statements on the part of extreme 
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the social networks, especially manifestation of solidarity with Palestinian 

suffering in the Gaza Strip and expressions of pleasure by some at the deaths 
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Israel. The growing tension between the communities was covered little in 

the Jewish media, and most public attention was devoted to the war. If events 
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focused on radical voices.
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Indeed, these were the main active element during this period. Particularly 

*%'"/%('!7#+("#'!"#13+,+#+*3#M5&+/+#%(8+*-=+'-%*&@#/!-)!#4,+7"3#+#9"7#

role in representing those arrested and providing them with legal defense. 
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Fund Initiatives, these organizations were active in the protest itself. Their 

activity, which aimed mainly at the internal Israeli arena, included calls for 
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were also heard to supply protection and mobile shelters in the Bedouin 

area in the south, and to open a war crimes investigation.
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Rights Council requesting a discussion of “severe human rights violations 

and suspected war crimes carried out in the course of Operation Protective 
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partially successful: seventy people signed the petition, including many 
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feeling of discrimination and alienation toward the government and society 

in general. Recent statistics indicate:
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and retire earlier from the labor market. Participation in the labor market 
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d. Similar statistics apply for human capital (relating to education and 

!"+,'!aC#P%(#"H+$4,"@#>N#4"()"*'#%:#'!%&"#-*#'!"#."/-&!#&")'%(#!+I"#+#

,%/#,"I",#%:#"35)+'-%*#`8(+$$+(#&)!%%,#%*,7a@#+8+-*&'#ST#4"()"*'#-*#'!"#

1(+2#&")'%(C#1#&-$-,+(#'("*3#+44"+(&#-*#'!"#F85("&#:%(#!-8!"(#"35)+'-%*_#

BA#4"()"*'#-*#'!"#."/-&!#&")'%(@#I"(&5&#%*,7#>T#4"()"*'#-*#'!"#1(+2#&")'%(C

1#?A>?#&'537#27#M-++(-@#c5&&$+*@#+*3#c5&&$+*#:%5*3#'!+'#'!"#"I"*'&#%:#

W)'%2"(#?AAA#,"3#'%#+*#-*)("+&"#-*#,+7%::&#%:#1(+2#/%(9"(&C2 The report by 

'!"#K%$$-''""#%*#G%I"('7#452,-&!"3#-*#.5*"#?A>B#+33("&&"3#4(%2,"$&#%:#'!"#

1(+2#)%$$5*-'7@#+*3#(")%$$"*3"3#/+7&#%:#&%,I-*8#'!"$C#6*#4+('-)5,+(@#'!"#



140  I  Nadia Hilou, Itamar Radai, and Manal Hreib

program devised by Nitsa Kasir of the Bank of Israel and Eran Yashiv of Tel 

1I-I#Q*-I"(&-'7#/+&#)-'"3#+&#+#2+&-&#:%(#+#4%,-)7#4(%8(+$C3 The government 

decided to establish a ministerial committee headed by Minister of Science, 

Technology, and Space Yaakov Peri to deal with the subject, and the above-
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whether the calls for a boycott heard during the war, and the actual boycott, 

will have long term economic effects.
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campaign in Gaza, is rooted in longstanding feelings of discrimination that 
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not deliberate, exclusion and discrimination at both the senior government 

level and among the general public. The escalation in the Israeli-Palestinian 
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community in Israel, sparked the outbreak of protest, based on frustration 

and rage caused by ongoing discrimination.

Conclusions
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moderate and restrained. The moderate voices made their voice heard, and 
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was more important than the protest was widespread and predominant. 

Extremist voices were kept in the background, and the general public did 
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did not play a particularly prominent role in public discourse; their place 

was taken by civil forces, including youth, who made their views known 

through the social media. The politicians at the national level were confronted 

by local leaders driven primarily by the welfare of their constituents. They 

called for restraint and moderation, and they were heeded.

It is not clear whether this general pattern will persist in the future, and 
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and political distress and discrimination that fed the current protest and are 

likely to provide a basis for future protest. Indeed, the public debate of the 
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in public discourse in the Jewish community. Nonetheless, many questions 
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be aware of this. The negative phenomena that came into sharp relief during 

the operation – expressions of lack of tolerance, hatred, and even racism – 
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to maintain a reasonable standard of living and the possibility of growth 

and suitable achievement. They understand the risk of escalation, and are 

/",,#+/+("#'!+'#'!"#F(&'#'%#&5::"(#:(%$#-'#/-,,#2"#'!"#1(+2&#'!"$&",I"&C#6'#-&#

important to encourage this moderate and pragmatic attitude. In any case, 

the seriousness of the situation requires understanding and action on the part 

%:#2%'!#."/-&!#+*3#1(+2#,"+3"(&!-4C# !"#:%,,%/-*8#$"+&5("&#+("#'!"(":%("#

recommended:

a. 1*#%:F)-+,#2-*3-*8#3"),+(+'-%*#'!+'#+#&54("$"#*+'-%*+,#8%+,#-&#'!"#+''+-*$"*'#

%:#"D5+,#(-8!'&#+*3#-*'"8(+'-%*#%:#1(+2#)-'-="*&#-*#'!"#3+-,7#,-:"#%:#6&(+",C

b. Promotion of a policy aimed at equal rights through a budgeted multi-

year plan that will make a solution in employment, education, and 

-*:(+&'(5)'5("#3"I",%4$"*'#-*#'!"#1(+2#&")'%(#+#),"+(,7#,"+3-*8#4(-%(-'7C#

6$$"3-+'"#4(%'")'-%*#:%(#'!"#1(+2#!%$"#:(%*'#-&#+,&%#("D5-("3#+&#4+('#

%:#'!"#,"&&%*&#%:#'!"#;+=+#)%*E-)'C#U5)!#+#4%,-)7#/%5,3#)"('+-*,7#!",4#

&'("*8'!"*#'!"#$%3"(+'"#","$"*'#-*#'!"#1(+2#)%$$5*-'7@#"&4")-+,,7#+'#

the municipal level.

c. 1#),"+(#+''+)9#%*#+*'-01(+2#(+)-&$#-*#'!"#."/-&!#)%$$5*-'7C#6'#-&#2"&'#:%(#

this to come from the highest levels (the President and the Prime Minister).

d. 1#)%$4("!"*&-I"#4(%8(+$#-*#."/-&!#+*3#1(+2#&)!%%,&#'%#"(+3-)+'"#(+)-&$#

and recognize the “other” as having enjoying equal rights. The focus on 

youth is essential, and requires systematic thinking and measures with a 

!-8!#4(-%(-'7C# "+)!-*8#%:#1(+2-)#-*#'!"#"35)+'-%*+,#&7&'"$#+*3#4("I"*'-*8#

3+$+8"#'%#'!"#&'+'5&#%:#1(+2&#-*#6&(+",@#$+*3+'"3#&-*)"#-*3"4"*3"*)"#

was declared, should also be advanced.
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There is nothing new about most of these recommendations, and these 

essentially repeat what was presented in the Orr Commission report following 

the riots in 2000. Most of these recommendations, which were formally 

adopted by the government, have not been implemented. It is important 

now to begin immediate implementation of the recommendations, taking 

into account the conditions that have changed during the decade that has 

passed since they were formulated. 
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